
Year 6 SATs Information

Week beginning - Monday 11th May 2026



Timetable



When and How?

The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 

Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 

The results are then sent to the school in July. 

Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes

Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes

Reading – 60 minutes 

Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes

Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes

Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



GPS

This test focuses on:

Grammatical terms/ word classes;

Functions of sentences;

Combining words, phrases and 

clauses;

Verb forms, tenses and consistency;

Punctuation;

Vocabulary;

Standard English and formality.

Paper 1 – Grammar, punctuation and spelling (50 marks) 45 

minutes

Paper 2 – Spelling (20 marks) 15 minutes

Total – 70 marks



GPS – Paper 1



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  

6



Reading
There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate 

reading material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for 

children to read.

These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 

• Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

• Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

• Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text;

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

• Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole; 

• Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

• Make comparisons within the text. 



Reading

READING EXPECTATIONS

Read three texts at length

Order of difficulty 

A range of skills:

• Fact retrieval

• Word meaning

• Inference

• Language choices

• Prediction

• Summarising



SAMPLE READING QUESTIONS



SAMPLE READING QUESTIONS



Maths



Maths

Arithmetic

36 questions

40 marks

30 minutes 



Maths

Reasoning papers 

35 marks in each paper

40 minutes 



Writing

 There is no written ‘test’ as such.

 Writing judgements are based on teacher assessment using the writing 

assessment framework but these assessment may be moderated by local 

authority representatives.

 Throughout the year we have been, and will continue to, assess the 

children’s writing. 

 This continues until the end of the year. 



Results and Scaled Scores

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the 
following scores:

 A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

 A scaled score (see below);

 A judgement is given based on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to 
a scaled score. Even though the tests are made to the same standard each 
year, the questions must be different. This means the difficulty of the tests 
may vary. Scaled scores ensures an accurate comparison of performance 
over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National 
Standard. 

 If a child receives a scaled score of 110 or higher, they would have 
achieved above the national average.



 For the Reading, SPaG and Mathematics tests you will receive:

 a scaled score (a comparable score for each subject)

 confirmation of whether or not they attained the national 

standard

 For writing you will be told if your child is:

 working towards the expected standard

 working at the expected standard

 working at greater depth

 These will be included with your child’s report at the 

end of the year. 

Receiving results – Year 6 



 For each of the 4 mornings, we like to have all of the Year 6 

children together to give them the best start to the day and 

make sure they have smiles on their faces!

 We will give them cereal/toast at 8am each morning so please 

make sure they are here on time. ☺

Breakfast!


